[Tooth loss, dental restorations and dental attendance in Switzerland].
The aim of this study is to report about the dental health situation in Switzerland and to evaluate frequencies of dental visits. Data were obtained from the first and second national Health Survey of the Federal Office for Statistics in 1992/3 and 1997. Based on a random sample of the population aged from 15 to 74 years, 71% participated in an oral interviews and of this group of individuals, 75% later filled in a written questionnaire in 1992/3. Data analysis showed that the proportion of the fully dentate population (28 remaining teeth) is 41%, while almost 50% had some prosthetic treatment. 31% were treated with fixed prostheses, i.e.crowns and/or bridges, and 19% with removable prostheses, i.e. partial and/or full dentures. With increasing age the number of missing teeth and the frequency of prosthetic treatment went up. The population with prosthodontic reconstruction increased mainly in the third and forth decades. In the elderly population (age 65-74 years), a shift was observed from fixed to removable prostheses; two thirds in this groups was restored with removable prostheses. The proportion of subjects visiting the dentist was by 70% in 1992/3 and declined to 65% in 1997. Subjects wearing removable prostheses had apparently lower frequencies (43%) in dental visits than subjects with fixed prostheses (80%). A potential concern exists for the edentulous population who presented a limited need for dental visits of only 22% during the year preceding the study.